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Postdocs 

PhD students 

Master students 

Bachelor students 

High school students 

is a talented early-career scientist 
who has already produced 
excellent supervised work, is ready 
to work independently and shows 
potential to be a research leader. 
 

https://erc.europa.eu/funding/starting-grants  
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Open Group Leader Positions in the Czech Republic 

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs/search  
 
www.researchgate.net/jobs  
 
www.nature.com/naturejobs/science/  
 
… 

? 
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Open Group Leader Positions in the Czech Republic 

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs/search  
 
www.researchgate.net/jobs  
 
www.nature.com/naturejobs/science/  
 
… 

Currently advertised leadership positions: 
 15 Dec 2019 ERA Chair in Environmental Epidemiology, Biostatistics, Bioinformatics (RECETOX, Brno) 
 31 Jan 2020 Chair in Medical Biology (Masaryk University, Brno) 
 31 Jan 2020 Junior Group Leader in Plant Molecular Biology (Biology Centre CAS, České Budějovice) 
 01 Mar 2020 Tenure track in Cybersecurity (Masaryk University, Brno) 
 31 Mar 2020 Principal investigator at the Institute of Parasitology (Biology Centre CAS, ČB) 
 03 May 2020 Postdoctoral Junior Group Leader in Biology (Faculty of Science USB, ČB) 
 … 

? 
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What do you need to 
be able to do research 
in the Czech Republic? 
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What do you need to 
be able to do research 
in the Czech Republic? 

 international experience 
 vision of own research 
 open group leader position 
 institutional support 
 mentor 
 laboratory & office space 
 state-of-the-art facility 
 money 
 research team 
 persistence 
 … 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Czech_Republic Mozga 2020 CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 
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1) Plan in advance. Planning & timing is everything. 
2) Have an international experience. Spend outside the CR at least 2 years. 
3) Have an excellent CV. Show valuable research track record from supervised work. 
4) Have a clear vision & goals. Think about your own unique research topic. 
5) Be innovative. Explore new things & horizons, try new methods & approaches. 
6) Write an outlook of your research project. Show that you know what you want. 
7) Find an excellent research institution in your research area. Find a community. 
8) Find an outstanding mentor, someone who can help you to integrate in the system.  
9) Know your opportunities. Search for calls, get information, study guidelines. 
10) Ask for institutional support (Letter of Commitment). Negotiate an opportunity to 

open a Junior Group Leader position at the institution. 
11) Apply for open position, apply for all available funding. 
12) Be courageous, self-confident & persistent. Believe in yourself & in your skills. 
13) Compete & struggle for your research ideas, for your future. 

How to establish own independent research group 
at a research institution in the Czech Republic? 

Mozga 2020 CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 



Independent researchers are expected to 
demonstrate a promising track record: 
 
 international research experience 
 research intellectual independence  
 evidence of maturity 
 willingness to change research area 
 ability to tackle new problems 
 uniqueness & novelty of research 
 high-risk-high-gain research vision 
 first author peer-reviewed publications 
 publications without PhD supervisor 
 invited presentations at conferences 
 granted patents 
 awards & prizes 
 clear goals & enough courage 
 ability to supervise people 
 … 

Lumír Krejčí, Masaryk University Mozga 2020 CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 



GAČR JUNIOR STAR, https://gacr.cz/vyhlaseni-verejne-souteze-junior-star/ 
The applicant must have significant international scientific experience. A major 
international scientific experience is obtaining the Ph.D. degree abroad, long-
term research stay at a foreign institution during Ph.D. studies or after its 
completion, short-term repeated research stays at a foreign institution, or 
cooperation with foreign authors, which resulted in joint publications. 
 
EMBO Installation Grants, www.embo.org/funding-awards/installation-grants/  
In the four years prior to their application, applicants should have spent at least 
two consecutive years outside the country in which they are planning to 
establish their laboratory. 
 
ERC Starting Grants, https://erc.europa.eu/funding/starting-grants  
The PI must have already shown research independence and evidence of 
maturity by having produced at least one important publication as main author 
or without the participation of his/her PhD supervisor. 
 

International mobility & research independence 
are nowadays required by research grant providers. 

Eligible applicants for research grants 

Mozga 2020 CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 

http://www.embo.org/funding-awards/installation-grants/
http://www.embo.org/funding-awards/installation-grants/
http://www.embo.org/funding-awards/installation-grants/
http://www.embo.org/funding-awards/installation-grants/
http://www.embo.org/funding-awards/installation-grants/
http://www.embo.org/funding-awards/installation-grants/
https://erc.europa.eu/funding/starting-grants
https://erc.europa.eu/funding/starting-grants
https://erc.europa.eu/funding/starting-grants
https://erc.europa.eu/funding/starting-grants


Grant Deadline No of Grants Duration Funding Success Start 

CAS Lumina quaeruntur Fri 28 Feb 2020 
 

6 5y 4 M CZK / y 
20 M CZK / project 

20% Fri 01 Jan 2021 

EMBO Installation Grant Wed 15 Apr 2020 1–3 3+2y 
 

50 000 EUR / y 
250 000 EUR / project 

12% Fri 01 Jan 2021 

ERC Starting Grant ? Oct 2020 
 

X 5y Up to 1.5 M EUR 
+ 0.5 M EUR 

13% Sat 01 Jan 2022 

Experientia Start-up Sun 15 Mar 2020 
 

1 3y 2 M CZK / y 
6 M CZK / project 

NA Fri 01 Jan 2021 

GAČR JUNIOR STAR Tue 07 Apr 2020 
 

25 5y 5 M CZK / y 
25 M CZK / project 

20% Fri 01 Jan 2021 

MŠMT ERC-CZ 05 Fri 24 Jan 2020 
 

X 5y/2y Up to ERC grant  
(1.5 M + 0.5 M EUR) 

NA Mon 01 Jun 2020 

MŠMT INTER-COST ? Dec 2020 
 

X 2y ∼3 M CZK 58% Fri 01 Jun 2021 

MUNI Award ? Oct 2020 1 
 

5y 5 M CZK / y 
25 M CZK / project 

NA 2021 

CUNI Primus Mon 20 Apr 2020 
 

∼20 3+2y 1.5 M CZK / y 
4.5–7.5 M CZK / project 

NA Fri 01 Jan 2021 

“Start-up” Research Grants 2020 
Junior Group Leaders 
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“Start-up” Research Grants 2020 
Junior Group Leaders 

Mozga 2020 CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 



M
o

zg
a 

2
0

2
0

 C
C

 B
Y-

N
C

-S
A

 4
.0

 

Research areas All research areas 

Who can apply Junior researchers (PhD completed less than 10y prior to the application deadline) with excellent research outputs and 
international experience 

Where to go Institutes of the Czech Academy of Sciences 

Deadline Fri 28 Feb 2020 

Evaluation results Oct/Nov 2020 

Start Fri 01 Jan 2021 

How long 5 years (01 Jan 2021 – 31 Dec 2025) 

How much CAS: 3 M CZK / year (75%)  
Host institute: 1 M CZK / year (25%) 
20 M CZK / project 

Eligible costs Personnel costs, investments, material & services, travel costs, overheads (max 200 000 CZK / year) 

Outputs Research; (J) Reviewed publications 

Success rate 20% (6 grants) 

Conditions Employees of the CAS (1.0 FTE) without own research group. 
Applicant + at least 2 other team members (at least 0.8 FTE). 
Applicants are nominated by the director of the institute. 

Provider Czech Academy of Sciences, Prague, www.avcr.cz, Gabriela Moldrzyková, +420 221 403 508, moldrzykova@kav.cas.cz  

www www.avcr.cz/cs/veda-a-vyzkum/podpora-vyzkumu/premie-lumina-quaeruntur/  

CAS Prémie Lumina quaeruntur 
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Research areas Basic research in Life Sciences: Cell Cycle, Cell & Tissue Architecture, Cellular Metabolism, Chromatin & Transcription, 
Development, Differentiation & Death, Evolution & Ecology, Genome Stability & Dynamics, Genomic & Computational 
Biology, Immunology, Membranes & Transport, Microbiology, Virology & Pathogens, Molecular Medicine, Neuroscience, 
Plant Biology, Proteins & Biochemistry, RNA, Signal Transduction, Structural Biology & Biophysics, Systems Biology 

Who can apply Junior researcher (PhD completed less than 9y prior to the application deadline) from anywhere in the world negotiating a 
full-time position at a research institute in specific countries 

Where to go Czech Republic, Estonia, Poland, Portugal, Turkey 

Deadline Wed 15 Apr 2020 14:00 CET 

Evaluation results May 2020 pre-application results (ca 50% of applicants are selected for interview) 
Mon 31 Aug 2020 interviews with selected candidates 
Nov/Dec 2020 final results 

Start Fri 01 Jan 2021 

How long 3 years with possible extension to 5 years (01 Jan 2021 – 31 Dec 2023 – 31 Dec 2025) 

How much 50 000 EUR / year (150 000 – 250 000 EUR / project) 

Eligible costs Personnel costs (max 20%), investments, material & services, outsourcing, travel costs, overheads (max 10%) 

Outputs Research; (J) Reviewed publications 

Success rate 12%  (1–3 grants) 

Conditions Applicant should spent at least 2 consecutive years outside the CR in the 4 years prior to the application. 

Provider EMBO, Heidelberg, Germany, www.embo.org, Gerlind Wallon, yip@embo.org  

www www.embo.org/funding-awards/installation-grants  

EMBO Installation Grant 
M

o
zg

a 
2

0
2

0
 C

C
 B

Y-
N

C
-S

A
 4

.0
 

http://www.embo.org/
mailto:yip@embo.org
http://www.embo.org/funding-awards/installation-grants
http://www.embo.org/funding-awards/installation-grants
http://www.embo.org/funding-awards/installation-grants
http://www.embo.org/funding-awards/installation-grants
http://www.embo.org/funding-awards/installation-grants


Research areas All research areas 

Who can apply Junior researcher (PhD completed 2–7y prior to the application deadline) of any nationality who intend to conduct research 
in any EU MS/AC 

Where to go MS/AC: EU member states + Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Faroe Islands, Georgia, Iceland, Israel, Macedonia, 
Moldova, Montenegro, Norway, Serbia, Switzerland, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/hi/3cpart/h2020-hi-list-ac_en.pdf 

Deadline ? Oct 2020 17:00:00 Brussels time 

Evaluation results May 2021 1st step, Jun 2021 interviews in Brussels, Aug 2021 final results 

Start Jan/Feb 2022 (within 6 months of receiving an invitation letter) 

How long 5 years (01 Jan 2022 – 31 Dec 2026) 

How much Up to 1.5 M EUR & additional 0.5 M EUR to cover “start-up” costs, purchase of equipment, access to large facilities 

Eligible costs Personnel costs, investments, material & services, outsourcing, travel costs, overheads (max 20%) 

Outputs Research; (J) Reviewed publications 

Success rate 13% (ca 400 grants) 

Conditions Applicant must have already shown the potential for research independence & evidence of maturity by having produced at 
least 1 publication as main author without the participation of the PhD supervisor. 
Letter of Commitment of the Host Institution. 

Provider European Research Council, Brussels 

www https://erc.europa.eu/funding/starting-grants  
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Research areas Organic chemistry, bioorganic chemistry, medicinal chemistry 

Who can apply Czech junior researchers (PhD completed 5y prior to the year 2020) 

Where to go Czech research institution 

Deadline Sun 15 Mar 2020 

Evaluation results Tue 30 Jun 2020 

Start Fri 01 Jan 2021 

How long 3 years (01 Jan 2021 – 31 Dec 2023) 

How much Experientia: 1.3 M CZK / year (65%) 
Host institute: 0.7 M CZK / year (35%) 
6 M CZK / project 

Eligible costs Personnel costs (PI 50000 CZK / month), material & services, travel costs 

Outputs (J) Reviewed publications 

Success rate NA (1 grant) 

Conditions Applicant spent at least 1 year outside the Czech Republic. Proposed research is completely different than PhD & postdoc 
work. Letter of Commitment of the Host Institution. 

Provider Experientia Foundation, Flemingovo nám. 2, 166 10 Praha 6, www.experientia.cz  
Bohumír Valter, experientia@experientia.cz, +420 725 302 848 

www www.experientia.cz/pro-zadatele/start-up-granty/  
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Research areas All research areas 

Who can apply Junior researchers of any nationality (PhD completed less than 8y prior to 30 Sep 2020, not including maternity & parental 
leave, sick leave in the case of a long-term illness) 

Where to go Czech research institution 

Deadline Tue 07 Apr 2020 

Evaluation results Mon 02 Nov 2020 

Start Fri 01 Jan 2021 

How long 5 years (01 Jan 2021 – 31 Dec 2025) 

How much 5 M CZK / year (25 M CZK / project) 

Eligible costs Personnel costs, investments (max 20% of costs), material & services, outsourcing, travel costs, overheads (max 20%) 

Outputs Research; (J) Reviewed publications; (B) Professional book; (C) Chapter in professional book; (D) Conference proceedings 

Success rate 20% (25 grants) 

Conditions The applicant must have significant international scientific experience. A major international scientific experience is 
obtaining the PhD degree abroad, long-term research stay at a foreign institution during PhD studies or after its completion, 
short-term repeated research stays at a foreign institution, or cooperation with foreign authors, which resulted in joint 
publications. 

Provider National Science Foundation (GAČR), www.gacr.cz  

www https://gacr.cz/vyhlaseni-verejne-souteze-junior-star/  
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Research areas All research areas 

Who can apply Applicants of the ERC grant that was submitted and evaluated between 01 Jan 2017 – 31 Dec 2019 (ERC StG 2018, ERC StG 
2019, ERC CoG 2017, ERC CoG 2018, ERC CoG 2019, ERC AdG 2017, ERC AdG 2018), received the highest A or B ranking of 
the ERC panels (interview in Brussels at step 2) but is not funded by the ERC 

Where to go Czech research institutions 

Deadline Fri 24 Jan 2020 14:30 CET 

Evaluation results Mon 06 Apr 2020 

Start Mon 01 Jun 2020 

How long Up to 5 years (ERC evaluation A at step 2; 01 Jun 2020 – 31 May 2025) 
Up to 2 years (ERC evaluation B at step 2;  01 Jun 2020 – 31 May 2022) 

How much Up to the budget of the original ERC project (1.5 M EUR + 0.5 M EUR) 

Eligible costs Personnel costs, investments, material & services, outsourcing, travel costs, overheads (max 20%) 

Outputs Research; (J) Reviewed publications, (B) Professional book; (C) Chapter in professional book; (D) Conference proceedings, (P) 
Patent, (F, G, H, N, R, Z) 

Success rate ∼100% 

Conditions The ERC-CZ application complies with the ERC application. 

Provider Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (MEYS/MŠMT), Department 32, Karmelitská 529/5, 118 12 Praha 1 
Mgr. Šárka Komendová, +420 234 811 534, sarka.komendova@msmt.cz  

www www.msmt.cz/vyzkum-a-vyvoj-2/erc-cz  
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MŠMT INTER-COST 

Research areas All research areas, running COST Actions, www.cost.eu  

Who can apply Researchers involved in running COST Actions 

Where to go Research organisations, universities, SMEs based in the Czech Republic 

Deadline ? Dec 2020 23:59:59 CET 

Evaluation results May 2021 

Start Tue 01 Jun 2021 

How long 20–40 months 

How much Not specified, average budget ∼3 M CZK 

Eligible costs Personnel costs, travel expenses & accommodation & meal, goods & services, open access, publishing expenses, outsourcing 
(subcontracting max 10 %), depreciation of fixed assets (odpisy DHM & DNM), fees, overheads (max 25%) 

Outputs (J) reviewed specialist article; (F) utility model, industrial model; (G) prototype, functional sample; (P) patent; (R) software; 
(Z) trial operation, verified technology, variety, breed 

Success rate 58% 

Conditions INTER-COST aims to support participation of Czech research groups in international running or newly established COST 
Actions in basic research, industrial research and experimental development. 

Provider MŠMT, Oddělení řízení mezinárodních programů VaVaI – 33, Karmelitská 529/5, 118 21 Praha 1 
RNDr. Josef Janda, +420 234 811 188, josef.janda@msmt.cz  

www www.msmt.cz/vyzkum-a-vyvoj-2/inter-excellence  
www.msmt.cz/vyzkum-a-vyvoj-2/inter-cost  
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(1) Find running COST Action(s) in your research field.  
Find relevant information & contacts on www.cost.eu/COST_Actions/all_actions  
You can be member of several COST Actions. 
 

(2) Write a Letter of Interest with a short paragraph summarizing your research activities &  
a short explanation how your research is relevant for the topic of the chosen COST Action.  
 

(3) Send your Letter of Interest to the main coordinator of the COST Action and ask for 
confirmation of your participation in the COST Action.  
 

(4) Receive a Letter of Commitment from the main coordinator that confirms your 
participation/membership in the COST Action (draft of the letter is available).  
 

(5) Write a short Project Proposal – Join an existing COST Action (use template)  
describing your research in the COST Action. 
 

(6) Send your Project Proposal & Letter of Commitment at MŠMT: cost@msmt.cz and ask for 
registration. COST National Coordinator: Josef Janda, +420 234 811 188, josef.janda@msmt.cz 

How to become a COST member? 
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Research areas All research areas 

Who can apply ERC holders, ERC applicants, outstanding researchers 

Where to go Masaryk University, Brno 

Deadline ? Oct 2020 

Evaluation results Dec 2020 

Start 2021 

How long 5 years 

How much 5 M CZK / year 
25 M CZK / project 

Eligible costs Personnel costs, investments, material & services, outsourcing, travel costs, fees… funded by institutional support 

Outputs Research; (J) Reviewed publications 

Success rate NA (1 grant) 

Conditions 

Provider Masaryk University, Žerotínovo nám. 617/9, 601 77 Brno, www.muni.cz  
Ing. Mgr. Iva Šašinková, +420 549 49 3530, sasinkova@rect.muni.cz  

www https://gamu.muni.cz/en/mash 

MUNI Award in Science and Humanities 
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Research areas All research areas 

Who can apply Junior researchers who want to establish a new research group at the Charles University in Prague 

Where to go Charles University, Prague 

Deadline Mon 20 Apr 2020 

Evaluation results Tue 30 Jun 2020 

Start Fri 01 Jan 2021 – Wed 01 Sep 2021 

How long 3 years with possible extension to 5 years (01 Jan 2021 – 31 Dec 2025) 

How much 1.5 M CZK / year (in special cases 2 M CZK / y) 
4.5–7.5 M CZK / project 

Eligible costs Personnel costs, scholarships, investments, material & services, outsourcing, travel costs, overheads (max 15%) 

Outputs Research; (J) Reviewed publications 

Success rate NA (∼20 grants) 

Conditions 

Provider Charles University, Ovocný trh 5, 116 36 Prague, www.cuni.cz  
Department of Science and Research of the Charles University, primus@ruk.cuni.cz  

www https://cuni.cz/uk-7545.html  
https://cuni.cz/UKEN-558.html  

CUNI Primus Research Programme 
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Mozga 2020 CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 

Research Fellowships 



Good luck with your integration 
into the Czech Research Area 
 

Tomas Mozga, Biology Centre CAS 
tomas.mozga@umbr.cas.cz, +420 776 030 294 


